Spontaneous pneumothorax following chemotherapy for malignant thymoma with pulmonary metastasis: report of a case.
Spontaneous pneumothorax is a rare complication in both primary and metastatic pulmonary neoplasms. Occasionally, pneumothorax is associated with chemotherapy of pulmonary malignancies. Pneumothorax after chemotherapy has been reported only in cases with osteogenic sarcoma, synovial sarcoma, fibrosarcoma, germinal tumors, and lymphoma with lung metastasis. We report a case of a patient with malignant thymoma who suffered from lung metastasis after radiation and adjuvant chemotherapy from lung metastasis after radiation and adjuvant chemotherapy (cyclophosphamide, adriamycin, and cis-platinum). A chest X-ray taken 2 days after chemotherapy showed bilateral pneumothorax, which was resolved with conservative treatment. The pneumothorax in this patient is believed to have been caused by the rupturing of the tumor into the pleural cavity and the bronchi.